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TO THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, AND BURGESSES, 




EIGHTH REPORT 



OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 

Pursuant to the Act 59 Geo. 3. c. 109; 

Being for the year ended the 5th of April 1827. 



I N order to promote a more active and profitable prosecution of the Fisheries 
throughout the whole of the coast of Ireland, the Commissioners resolved 
to minutely revise the state of their funds, to disappropriate all unclaimed 
grants, to ascertain what portion of these funds had accumulated under the 
66th section of the Act of the 59th of Geo. 3d, c. 109, (which authorized them 
to apply the money in any way they considered best calculated to encourage 
and promote the Coast Fisheries,) and what portion of them had accrued since 
the passing of the Act of the 5th of Geo. IV. c. 64, which restricted the appli- 
cation of all future grants to two specific objects, namely, the erection and 
repairs of piers and quays, and the repairs of poor fishermen’s boats. 

Having accordingly entered into the proposed revision, and having obtained 
the opinion of their counsel as to the extent of their powers over the money 
which accumulated under the 66th section of the first-mentioned Act, the 
Commissioners found themselves enabled to appropriate the sum of 10,000/. to 
the formation of a General Fishery Loan Fund, by means of which the wants 
of the poor fisherman on every part of the coast of Ireland may be relieved, 
either by supplies of materials necessary for the repairs of his boat, or of hooks, 
lines, netting, and other fishing apparatus requisite for the prosecution of his 
trade as a fisherman, or by being provided with a new boat, the cost of which 
is defrayed in the first instance from the fund in question. 

The repayment of the value of the materials, and of the fishing tackle thus 
supplied, is provided for by a promissory note passed by the fisherman, with two 
sureties, payable at twelve months after date, and subject to an interest of 
five per cent, to cover losses and incidental expenses. 

The repayment of the cost of a new boat is provided for in a similar way, 
with the exception of interest, to which the grantee is not made liable, from 
the consideration that during the progress of building the fisherman derives no 
advantage from the boat, and therefore should only be charged with the actual 
cost which the shipwright by agreement is entitled to. Besides, the Commis- 
sioners do not advance the whole cost in this case as in the former instance of 
materials and fishing tackle supplied, but defray the amount by gradual pay- 
ments, according as such portions of the work are certified by the officers and 
grantee to be satisfactorily executed, as would fairly entitle the shipwright to 
a proportionate payment. 

From 
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From the recency of these arrangements the Commissioners are unable to lay 
any thing material before the public in the way of results ; but from the anxiety 
evinced by the fishermen on most part of the coast, the Commissioners feel 
justified in entertaining sanguine Ropes of the ultimate success of this fund. 

A reference to Appendix N° 9^ will explain more fully its nature as well as 
the conditions under whicHJB may be made available to the promotion of 
industry throughout the entireifeoast, and the consequent extension of the 
Fisheries of this country. 

As two loan funds upon different principles would be likely to cause confusion 
and inconvenience in their operation, the Commissioners have directed their 
officers to call in the loans outstanding from the fund committed to their 
management by the London Committee in 1822, and they hope to obtain the 
concurrence of that body to the engrafting the same upon the General Fishery 
Loan Fund before-mentioned, so as that the whole may be conducted upon the 
same common principles. 

The Coast Survey, adverted to in the former Reports of the Commissioners, 
has not been resumed ; but the last Report of Mr. Alexander Nimmo, the 
civil engineer employed in this service, will be found annexed, ( see Appen- 
dix, N° 10.) 

The fishery piers which have been already erected, as well as those which 
are now in progress on various parts of the coast of Ireland, have also engrossed 
much of the Commissioners attention. Mr. James Donnel, the engineer 
employed (as occasion may require) in this particular service, was directed to 
make a tour of inspection round the coast, and furnish the Commissioners with 
a report on the present state of those works, as also with his suggestions on the 
measures he considered either necessary for their repairs or calculated for their 
improvement. This report, which is hereto annexed, {see Appendix, N° 11,) 
has greatly facilitated the arrangements formed by the Commissioners for the 
furtherance of these objects, and measures were accordingly taken for their 
accomplishment through the medium of the public papers. A list of those 
works will be seen in the Appendix, N° 12, intituled “ Notice to Builders.” 

The naval vessel which was attached to this department under the provisions 
of the Act of the 59th of Geo. 3d, c. 109, having been found too large for the 
purposes of protection where protection was oftentimes most wanted, the 
Commissioners felt it expedient to discontinue her services, and notify the 
same to the Lords of the Admiralty. 

In adopting, however, this proceeding, they beg to observe that they are 
not the less convinced of the necessity of affording protection to the Fisheries 
by the substitution of one or more smaller vessels, whose size would enable 
them to visit every creek and small bay where the Fisheries are prosecuted, 
and where the observance of order and legal fishing would oftentimes require 
to be enforced. 

On the first formation of this establishment, when poverty paralyzed every 
effort to improve and extend the Fisheries of this country, the Commissioners 
felt it expedient to allow the use of re-coopered or secondhand barrels in the 
herring bounty fishery, provided such barrels were found by the officer on 
inspection to be good and sufficient for all the purposes of cure for home use. 
Barrels of this description were procured on cheaper terms than new ones, and 
the indulgence afforded much assistance to the small curer, in the early state of 
the Fisheries ; but the Commissioners having reason to think that it latterly led 
to attempts at fraud, were induced to issue an order prohibiting the branding 
of secondhand barrels for bounty in future, and requiring others perfectly new. 

This 
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This order, added to the gradual reduction of bounty on herrings under the 
5 th of His present Majesty, c. 64, may reasonably account for the diminution 
in the quantity of herrings cured for bounty as with reference to the preceding 
year; but from the number of men and craft engaged in the Fisheries, as 
represented in Appendix, p. 7, (made up from the officers returns,) there is 
more reason to assert that an increase, rather than a relaxation of industry, 
has taken place in the prosecution of the Fisheries of this country. 

During the last year the attention of the Commissioners was also devoted to 
the formation of a regular uniform system of conducting the business of this 
department in its several branches. The abilities of a member lately appointed 
to this Board, (now unavoidably absent,) and of much experience in the con- 
duct of public business, have been applied with great and continued attention 
to the arrangements necessary for carrying the whole system into effect. The 
results of his skill and suggestions have greatly tended to simplify the transac- 
tions of the Commissioners, to improve their regulations for checking and 
controlling, the officers of the establishment, and to give increased satisfaction 
to the fishermen and others connected with the department. 

The other Appendixes which usually accompany the Commissioners Annual 
Report will be found annexed, and may be said to exhibit a tolerably just 
representation of the present state of the Irish Fisheries. 

(signed) CARBERY. 

MAU. FITZGERALD. 
DONEGALL. 

ARTH" CHICHESTER. 

DENIS BROWNE. 

GEORGE HAMILTON. 

B. B. WOODWARD. 

KINGSTON. 

JOHN ORMSBY VANDELEUR. 
HENRY R. PAINE. 

VAL. O’CONNOR. 



A true. Copy. 

II. Townsend, Sec. 
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LIST OF APPENDIX. 

j. — ACCOUNT of the Number of Decked and Half-decked Vessels, together with Undecked 
and Open Boats of every description, registered and employed in the Fisheries, with their 
Tonnage and Number of Men; in the year ended 5th April 1827 - • - - p. 7. 

2 - ACCOUNT of the Number of Vessels fitted out upon the Tonnage Bounty in Ireland, show- 

ing the Tonnage and Men thereof, the Fish taken on which Bounty was paid, and the 
Bounty also paid on the Tonnage ; in the year ended 5th April 1827 - - - p. 8. 

3- — ACCOUNT of the Number of Barrels of Herrings which have been marked for the Production 

Bounty in Ireland, in the year ended 5th April 1827 ibid. 

4- — ACCOUNT of the Number of Cwt. of White Fish which have been marked for the Pro- 

duction Bounty, in the year ended 5th April 1827 - - - - - - p- 9. 

5 • — ACCOUNT of the Number of Barrels of Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, and Conger 
Eel, cured with Pickle, which have been branded for the Bounty, in the year ended 5th April 

l82 7 ibid. 

C. — ACCOUNT of the Mackerel branded for Bounty, in the year ended 5th April 1827 p. 10. 
7 - — ACCOUNT of the Salaries and Incident Expenses of the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, 
for the year ended the 5th April 1827 - ibid. 

8. — ACCOUNT of the Annual Fund of 5,000/. granted to the Commissioners of the Irish 

Fisheries of Ireland, from the 5th April 1826 to the 5th April 1827 - - - p. 11. 

9 — TABLE of all Bounties payable in Ireland, from the 5th January 1827 to the 5th April 

1830 13. 

10. — REPORT on the Fishing Stations of the West Coast of Ireland, from Erris-head south- 
ward - p. 18. 

it.— REPORT of James Donnell, Civil Engineer, on the state of the Fishery Piers and Landing 
Quays on the Coast of Ireland 47. 

\2. — NOTICE to Builders - - - . - . . . . . . -p. 76. 



♦ 



for a List of the PLATES (14 in Number)— fee p. 78. 
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Total 

Number 

of Men 
employed. 



Decked Vessels. 



Tonnage 



Rathmullen 



Killybegs 



EASTERN DISTRICT: 



2,013 



Balbriggan 



Carlingford 

Ardglass 

Wexford 



SOUTHERN DISTRICT : 



Baltimore 

Dungarvan 

Glandore 



Valentia 



WESTERN DISTRICT 

Westport - 
Galway . 



4,399 
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an ACCOUNT of the Number of Decked and Half-decked VESSELS, together with Undecked and Open Boats 
of every description, registered and employed in the Fisheries, with their Tonnage and Number of Men ; in the 
year ended 5th April 1827. 



NORTHERN DISTRICT: 
Belfast 



325 95 108 3 8 ! 242 917 1,464 

- - - 17 77 409 1,921 1,998 

51 35 3 8 170 512 3,072 3,295 

641 3,486 3,486 



3,525 650 



Half-decked Vessels. 


No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


21 


225 


95 


7 


51 


35 


10 


268 


57 


3 


55 


16 


21 


495 


142 


100 


742 


586 


81 


783 


403 


3 


5i 


15 


21 


396 


120 


18 


355 


96 


34 


612 


202 


13 


230 


IO4 


153 


2,015 


800 


3 


27 


14 


29 


233 


97 


4 


82 


20 


16 


306 


48 


157 


i,43i 


628 


694 


8,357 


3,478 



44 44 8 2,206 | 2,546 



J 5 55 275 619 3,195 3,521 

120 110 480 367 1,60 1,990 



515 3d7i I 3,4 8 6 



- 116 530 1,061 4,621 5,169 

20 454 2,270 1,150 4,600 6,955 



Irish Fishery Office,! 
Dublin. J 



120 20 157 1,431 628 - - - - 365 1,431 2,079 

|,475 l,9 8 l 694 8,357 3,478 1,879 9,470 9,H7 43,H5 58,044 

* Note . — Coye is now united to other stations. 

II. Townsend, 

Sec. 



Appendix, No. 1. 
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